
DN 16 Mahaparinibbana Sutta 
The Mirror of Dhamma 

 
2.8. Ananda, it is not remarkable that that which has come to be as a man should die.  
But that you should come to the Tathagata to ask the fate of each of those who have died,  
that is a weariness to him.375  
 
Therefore, Ananda, I will teach you a way of knowing Dhamma, called the Mirror of Dhamna, 
whereby the Ariyan disciple, if he so wishes, can discern of himself:  
 
"I have destroyed hell, animal-rebirth, the realm of ghosts, all downfall, evil fates and sorry               
states. I am a Strearn-Winner, incapable of falling into states of woe, certain of attaining               
Nibbana." 
 
2.9. 'And what is this Mirror of Dhamma by which he can know this?  
 
Here, Ananda, this Ariyan disciple is possessed of unwavering confidence in in the Buddha,              
thus:  
 
"This Blessed Lord is an Arahant,  
a fully-enlightened Buddha,  
Endowed with wisdom and conduct,  
the Well-Farer, Knower of the worlds,  
incomparable Trainer of men to be tamed,  
Teacher of gods and humans, enlightened and blessed."  
 
He is possessed of unwavering faith in the Dhamma, thus:  
 
"Well-proclaimed by the Lord is the Dhamma,  
visible here and now, timeless, 
inviting inspection, leading onward,  
to be comprehended by the wise each one for himself."  
 
He is possessed of unwavering confidence in the Sangha, thus:  
 
"Well-directed is the Sangha of the Lord's disciples,  
of upright conduct, on the right path, on the perfed path;  
that is to say the four pairs of persons,378 the eight kinds of humans.  
 
The Sangha of the Lord's disciples is worthy of offerings, worthy of hospitality, worthy of gifts,                
worthy of veneration, an unsurpassed field of merit in the world.  
 



And he 379 is possessed of morality dear to the Noble Ones, unbroken, without defect,               
unspotted, without inconsistency 380 liberating, uncorrupted, and conducive to concentration. 
 
'This, Ananda, is the Mirror of Dhamma, whereby the Aryan disciple. . .can discern of himself:  
"I have destroyed hell,. . .I am a Stream-Winner, . . .certain of attaining Nibbana." 
 
(as verse 8) 
 


